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which was set off still more by magnificent black
hair. Her features were of a perfect regularity;
her complexion was delicately coloured, her great
black eyes were at once lively and brilliant, and
very sweet; she had finely-arched brows, a tiny
mouth, regular teeth, and lips of a tender rose on
which rested a smile of charm and modesty."

Louis XV fell a victim to such a combination
of charms; she gave him a son on i$th January
1762, having made herself queen of his heart and
his senses. Mile Romans never resided at the
Parc-aux-Cerfs; she set herself up in a fine house
at Passy, and often visited Versailles. Under the
influence of a real passion the king had dreams of
legimitizing this child of a woman he loved; he
showered presents on the young mother, sent her
ardent letters, and enquired sollicitously after her
health. Mile Romans displayed neither finesse not
prudence in her behaviour, showed her son as
"the king's child/' proclaimed his paternity, and
let herself drift into ambitious dreams. On becom-
ing Baroness de Meilly-Coulonge, she had ideas of
taking Mme de Pompadour's place.

But they were vain fantasies; already Louis XV
was chasing other pleasures and turning from her;
already she was ceasing to find favour in his eyes.
A search of her house had destroyed the proofs
of her relations with the king. Banished from
Versailles she married Marquis de Cavanac; her
son, the Abbe de Bourbon, died at Naples on
February 1787; she herself died in poverty and
unhappiness in 1808. Mile Romans' history is like